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The Embassy wishes to offer the following oomments'on
the NIS pregram in response to the reference airgram:

{a) The Embassy has only 1limited use for NIS sections,
and antioipates no special situations that would increase use
of the NIS. NIS sections are most useful as briefing materials
before officers leave Washington for the post. Their bulki-
negs, usually high ¢lassification, and relatively eutdated
material greatly reduce the usefulness of NIS5 sections once

an officer has arrived at the post, . :

(b) NIS sections might be useful during an emeTEEnCy
in an adjacent area, as a means of estimating military capa=

"pilities and facilities for housing and transportation.

seetions of NIS treating such matters would be useful in the
event of evacuation from surrounding countries, or from this
post to surrounding countries. o

(¢) The Embassy finde that normally moxe detail is
available in NIS sections than cen readily be used. The
amount of detail reduces the usefulness of NIS sections as
reference material., The summary passages likewise contri-
bute 1ittle to ready reference, as it is selective detail
rather than summary statements that 1s needed

(d) The Embassy (excluding ARMA and AIRA) finds the
political, economic and sociologlcal sections more valuable

than the technical sections, which are of more use to the N

CONFIDENTIAL » FOR DEPT, USE ONLY
s J-A {ln (Cjoa

Drafred by:

" Cleatances:

Athanhe.

Ton -nts and Classilication Approved by

sézmﬂr%m&a%ﬁﬁ%kmﬁﬁiﬁﬁﬁ-b

ARMA ATRA RN



Approved For Release 2000/09/11 : CIA-RDP78-05597A000100010018-6

- CONFIDENTIAL
. Page 2 of 2

Addis Ababa A=354
25X1A

military attachés, -also uses various NIS sections exten~-
sively as background or basic intelligence. Nevertheless,
usefulness of even these sections is very limited as pointed

out above, The Ghief limiting factor is that material is dated
even by the tinme it reaches the post in draft form. Finished
(printed) political and economic sections are even more out of
date, the sociological section perhaps somewhat less sc,

Embassy officers have used extensively publications such as the
Special Warfare Area Handbook for Ethiopla (October 1960) that
compare mostv favorably with theé NIs in organization, clarity

and currency of data., The Special Warfare Handbook is divided
into a large low-classification section (OUO) and & small highly
classified (Secret) supplement. This division greatly facili-
tates use of the Handbook, If less elaborately prepared NIS
'sections, more selective in detall and of lower and more manage=
able classification, can be sent %o the post before the material
is a year or more out of date, theilxr usefulness to the post would-
be considerably enhanced. The Embassy believes, however, that
NIS sections will continue to be most useful to officers as pre-
arrival briefing materials to be used in Washington.

, (e) The Embassy has not received Chapter I (Brief) for
this or surrocunding areas. ‘ . '

(£) The Embassyrdoes not see any special advantages in
the coordinated interdepartmental NIS program.

AIRA and ARMA point out that NIS sections are useful in
determining what information is already available in Washington
on this and surrounding areas, To this extent NIS sections
already prepared guide collection efforts for this country and
especially for surrounding countries where military attachéds
have responsibility. AIRA regularly uses NIS sections for pri-
mary and secondary areas of interest,

For the Chargé dfAffaires &.i,
“j”'a[a)x{’?””?ffgﬁﬂ~~iwﬂﬁzm;
Edward“W. Holmes
First Secretary of Embassy
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